
LEGACY GIVING

Gifts Through Your Will or Living Trust
A gift through your will or revocable living trust is one of 
the simplest and most popular ways to support Earthfire 
Institute.

You may choose to leave:
	⚫ A specific dollar amount
	⚫ A percentage of your estate
	⚫ A particular asset
	⚫ A contingent gift that takes effect only if other 

beneficiaries are unable to inherit

Because wills and revocable trusts can be revised 
throughout your lifetime, this option offers maximum 
flexibility.

Example
Carolyn, age 68, wants to provide for her children while 
supporting wildlife conservation. She updates her living 
trust to leave 10% of her estate to Earthfire Institute, 
ensuring her family remains her primary beneficiary 
while creating a meaningful future gift.

Beneficiary Designations
Many assets can be gifted simply by naming Earthfire 
Institute as a beneficiary.

Examples include:
	⚫ IRAs and other retirement accounts
	⚫ 401(k) and 403(b) plans
	⚫ Life insurance policies
	⚫ Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs)
	⚫ Bank and Brokerage accounts through transfer-on-

death (TOD/POD) accounts

Beneficiary designations are often easy to establish and 
can usually be changed at any time.

Example
Robert, age 72, names Earthfire Institute as the 
beneficiary of 25% of his IRA. His family receives the 
remainder, and he is able to make a significant charitable 
gift without changing his will.

Charitable Gift Annuities
A Charitable Gift Annuity allows you to make a gift while 
receiving fixed payments for life.

Potential benefits include:
	⚫ Predictable lifetime income
	⚫ Potential charitable tax deduction
	⚫ Support for Earthfire Institute's future work

Example
Linda, age 78, contributes appreciated stock to establish 
a charitable gift annuity. She receives fixed annual 
payments for the rest of her life and knows the remaining 
funds will support Earthfire Institute's mission.

Charitable Remainder Trusts
A Charitable Remainder Trust provides income to you or 
your loved ones for life or for a specified term. At the end 
of the trust period, the remaining assets pass to Earthfire 
Institute.

Potential benefits include:
	⚫ Income generation
	⚫ Tax advantages
	⚫ Diversification of highly appreciated assets

Example
Mark and Jennifer, both retired, own stock that has 
appreciated significantly over several decades. By 
contributing the stock to a charitable remainder trust, 
they receive income during retirement while creating a 
future charitable legacy.



Charitable Lead Trusts
A Charitable Lead Trust provides annual support to 
Earthfire Institute for a period of years, after which the 
remaining assets pass to children or other beneficiaries.

Example
Paul and Karen establish a lead trust that makes annual 
gifts to Earthfire Institute for 15 years. At the end of 
the trust term, the remaining assets transfer to their 
grandchildren.

Gifts of Real Estate
Real estate can be one of the most impactful assets to 
donate.

Examples include:
	⚫ Primary residences
	⚫ Vacation homes
	⚫ Ranches and farms
	⚫ Commercial properties
	⚫ Undeveloped land

Example
David owns a vacation cabin that his family no longer 
uses. Rather than selling the property, he donates it to 
support Earthfire Institute and may receive valuable tax 
benefits.

Retained Life Estate
A retained life estate allows you to donate your residence 
while retaining the right to live in and use the property 
for the remainder of your lifetime.

Example
Helen, age 80, transfers ownership of her home to 
Earthfire Institute but continues living there for the rest 
of her life. Upon her passing, the property becomes a 
charitable gift supporting the organization's future.

Gifts of Business Interests
Owners of closely held businesses may be able to 
contribute all or a portion of their ownership interest as 
part of an overall estate or succession plan.

Example
Tom, a business owner preparing for retirement, 
contributes a portion of his company interest as part of a 
broader charitable and estate-planning strategy.

Gifts of Appreciated Securities
Stocks, mutual funds, and other appreciated assets can 
often be donated directly.

Potential benefits may include:
	⚫ Avoiding capital gains taxes that could result from a 

sale
	⚫ Receiving a charitable deduction if eligible
	⚫ Maximizing the impact of your gift

Example
Nancy purchased stock years ago for $10,000 that is now 
worth $100,000. By donating shares directly, she may 
avoid capital gains tax while making a significantly larger 
gift than would otherwise be possible.



Tax-Smart Giving During Your Lifetime

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
If you are age 70½ or older and own a traditional IRA, you 
may be able to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD) directly from your IRA to Earthfire Institute.

For individuals who are required to take Required 
Minimum Distributions (RMDs), a QCD can be an 
especially tax-efficient way to give because the 
distribution is generally excluded from taxable income 
when completed according to IRS requirements.

Potential benefits include:
	⚫ Satisfying all or part of your annual RMD obligation
	⚫ Reducing taxable income
	⚫ Supporting Earthfire Institute immediately
	⚫ Avoiding the need to itemize deductions to receive a 

tax benefit

Example
John, age 75, must take a required minimum distribution 
from his IRA this year. Rather than receiving the entire 
distribution personally, he directs a portion to Earthfire 
Institute as a Qualified Charitable Distribution. This 
satisfies part of his RMD while supporting a cause he 
cares about and potentially reducing his taxable income.

QCDs vs. Naming a Charity as IRA Beneficiary
Many donors choose to:

	⚫ Use QCDs to support Earthfire Institute during their 
lifetime.

	⚫ Name Earthfire Institute as a beneficiary of part or all 
of their IRA after death.

This combination can be an effective way to both witness 
the impact of your giving today and create a lasting 
legacy for the future.
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